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The big news this week concerns the sizeable group of humpbacks we found close to shore 
in the thirty miles just north of Frederikshaab. Some of you may recall that one of 

the major questions about all our work on this coast was whether we were seeing all 

the whales that were on or just north of Fyllas Banke, or whether there were other 
Significant collections of animals elsewhere on the coast. If there were more, a 
second question was whether they were a separate subpopulation, or mixed freely with all 
the other groups along the shore. Thanks to this week's work, we now have answers to 
both questions, 


One of the major aims for this year's study was to expand our coverage of the coast to 
include an area south of Godthaab where humpbacks are regularly taken in May and June. 
This area was blocked by east ice both in 1981 and 1982, but this year the ice was 
largely gone by the time we arrived on the coast. The opportunity was open to explore 
at least as far south as Frederikshaab, where animals are taken. 


After having found a sizeable group of humpbacks feeding along the south edge of 
Tovquassaq Banke last Sunday, as well as several in-shore nearby, we were surprised to 
find almost no whales on Fyllas Banke when we swung by there Monday and Tuesday, even 
after the fog that plagued us had cleared. The time seemed right for a swing south, 

so Wednesday a.m. we started running about five or six miles off shore, without 

seeing much except icebergs. By Thursday morning we were approaching the north edge of 
Frederikshaab Glacier, a spectacular fifteen-mile-wide projection of the central ice cap, 
about twenty miles north of the entrance to Frederikshaab. By then, the northerly breeze 
was picking up. This gave us good sailing, but made it increasingly difficult to differ- 
entiate the numerous growlers and bits of brash ice from the whitecaps. ‘Two humpbacks 
were spotted just before lunch, but by then the breeze was up to 25 knots or so and it 
was impossible to chase the animals up wind and sea. We swung off again without photo- 
graphs and headed for Frederikshaab to talk to the local people about where they find 
and take whales, as well as to wait out the rapidly thickening fog. Before the fog set 
in solid, ten miles out of the port, we saw three other whales, and photographed one. 


Radar and echo sounders have revolutionized inshore navigation, making it possible to 
enter unknown harbors in fog with relative safety. Indeed, without them our entry into 
Frederickshaab in 250 foot visibility would have been impossible. Even with them, we 
wandered past the town and had to back-track a couple of miles when we realized our 
error. 


It wasn't until Saturday morning that the fog cleared and we could go to work again in 
clear, calm conditions. We found our first humpbacks--a mother and calf--directly 
outside the fjord entrance, and recorded 16 more during the day. Their presence 
firmly established the in-shore areas and the Frederikshaab district as important 
humpback habitats. It also explained the heavy catches of humpbacks here (5 this 
year). The hunters need not venture more than a few miles from home in order to find 
their prey. 


We saw three more humpbacks yesterday morning before increasing rain and a southerly 
gale warning sent us scurrying north. The answer to the second question started to 
emerge last evening as Saturday's pictures were developed. Two whales seen last year 
on Fyllas Banke were seen this year off Frederickshaab! If those whales use both areas, 
the chances are strong that others also do. In a word, all the humpback whales on 

this coast almost certainly comprise a single feeding aggregation; therefore, a single 
management stock, 
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One of the real advantages of working with humpbacks is their preference for banks and 
other shallower areas, which means working fairly close to shore. This provides 

two advantages; interesting scenery in good weather, and an opportunity to seek 
shelter when gales threaten instead of "sticking it out" offshore, as we did so often 
while studying minke whales with the Danes last year. We spent all of Monday last 
hiding in Fiskenaes Fjord from such a gale; exploring the surroundings and visiting 

a Portuguese salt fish gill-netter that is using Fiskenaes as a base from which 
small boats go out to net cod. On shore, the big attraction was the abandoned mission 
settlement of LICHTENFELS, a mile or so away over the rocky hills. Only the remains 
of the mission building are left standing, much weathered but still sound of frame, 
Its chapel and schoolroom serve as mute reminders of the close association between 
church and education that was such a feature of this country for many years, All 
around it are grass and moss covered foundations, overgrown fields, and across the 
small estuary a cemetery filled with wooden crosses and old headstones, dating back to 
the late 1700's. The burial mounds are moss covered and falling open, and the crosses 
are starting to lean over towards their final resting places, but a single small bunch 
of fresh plastic flowers at the base of one cross gives silent testimony that not 
everyone forgets their dead. 


By Tuesday the weather had broken, making possible a run to Tovquassaq Banke for a 
final visit. Once more, we found lots of humpbacks scattered along its south edge 
and, somewhat surprisingly, feeding among the bergs drifting in the deep channel which 
separates it from Fyllas Banke. By the time Wednesday ended, it was the growing dusk, 
_ : gray sea melt into a gray sky, rather than the lack of whales, which stopped 
the work, 


Work on Thursday morning was impossible because of fog so we motored into. Godthaab 
Fjord and anchored out in the islands to have a party for our departing members. 
The anchorage, only a couple of miles from the harbor, proved peaceful and full of 
local interest since one of the islands forming it appeared to be a flensing place 
for whales caught in the area, and so was covered with bones of both minkes and 
humpbacks. 


Friday and Saturday passed in a blur of activity; packing, last minute shopping, a 
speech by me to the Teacher's College of Greenland, and goodbys to departing | 
shipmates and local friends left no time for introspection. When the plane bringing 
our new arrival was diverted to Sondrestromfjord until Sunday noon, we went out to 
Fyllas again for a final look. Two humpbacks were photographed on a cloudless, 
windless day before we had to turn back to Godthaab yesterday. There we picked up 
our new student and set off for home through the spectacular southern approach and 
the thirty-mile inland passage that would take a whole SEARCHLIGHT to describe. 


This morning we are well down the coast after a fine moon-lit night of sailing, our 
first in many weeks! 


Respectfully submitted, 
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